FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 26, 2014

Contact: sabeel.pdx.2014@mideastpeace.net
Rev. Richard Toll (503) 201-7158

Mark Eichinger-Wiese (206) 922-9026

AUTHOR PAMELA OLSON TO SPEAK ON YOUTH AND THE MOVEMENT FOR JUSTICE IN PALESTINE

Author Pamela Olson will lead a workshop on “Youth and the Movement for Justice in Palestine” Friday, April 4 at First United Methodist Church, 1838 SW Jefferson St., Portland, Oregon.

The workshop will explore the impact of occupation on the youth of Palestine and Israel, current efforts to reach, educate, and mobilize youth in schools worldwide (and the well-funded campaigns to hinder those efforts), and how to attract young people to the cause and keep them engaged and active in fruitful ways.

Olson is the author of Fast Times in Palestine: A Love Affair with a Homeless Homeland, named a Top Ten Travel Book of 2013 by Publishers Weekly and a Best Travel Book of Spring by National Geographic. 

Like many Westerners, Olson knew little about the Middle East – until she stumbled into Palestine on a post-college backpacking trip. Immediately hooked, she went on to live there for over two years, eventually working as foreign press coordinator for presidential candidate Mustafa Barghouti. Her experience provides a compelling personal context for exploring the role and engagement of youth in the movement for justice in Palestine – in our own communities, in the Middle East, and beyond. 

Olson will be joined in leading the workshop by Craig and Cindy Corrie, the parents of peace activist Rachel Corrie who, at age 23, was crushed to death by an Israeli military bulldozer as she stood to protect the home of a Palestinian family in Gaza.

Olson will also speak about “The Halls of Power” on April 5. Drawing on her experience of working for a Defense Department think tank in DC, Olson describes Beltway culture as “a dangerous miasma, not necessarily of conscious evil, but of startling ignorance and insularity mixed with perverse priorities. Add the focus of individual career paths, and the result often means a dangerous deficiency of truth, reasonableness and the common good.” 

Olson will speak about her difficulties trying to tell the truth about Palestine in various Washington venues, and the more general realities about why it is so difficult to create change “from the inside.”

The workshop and lecture will be presented at the SEEDS OF JUSTICE AND HOPE FOR PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS: WHAT IS REQUIRED OF US conference hosted by the Portland action group of Friends of Sabeel – North America. Sabeel is an international peace movement initiated by Palestinian Christians.

The conference will also include a free program for middle and high school youth on April 5, featuring a crash course on the history of Palestine, an exploration of identity (“Where do I fit in and what needs to be done?”), the power of Hip Hop in resistance efforts, and the common threads of Christianity, Judaism and Islam.

Schedule and tickets available at http://sabeel-pdx.brownpapertickets.com/
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NOTE TO MEDIA: Advance interviews with Pamela Olson and other speakers on Israel-Palestine issues may be arranged by contacting: sabeel.pdx.2014@mideastpeace.net  Rev. Richard Toll (503) 201-7158  or Mark Eichinger-Wiese (206) 922-9026

